BIRTH   OF   'THE   YELLOW   BOOK'

And Lane, more in jest than in earnest (as he himself
afterwards admitted), agreed to do so, on condition that
Harland should be the literary, and Beardsley the art,
editor. To this they consented, not at all reluctantly.
It was long after midnight when the meeting broke
up, the two editors-elect having agreed to meet Lane at
eleven o'clock that same morning at The Eodley Head
there to discuss the scheme in detail.

Such were the circumstances, as I have always heard
them  described,  which  led to  the  foundation  of The
Tellow Book.    I cannot confirm them on oath, because
I was  not there to  see and  hear.    But  I  can affirm
without fear of contradiction that, one morning in the
February of 1894, there was great excitement at The
Bodley Head,    Lane came bustling in, and, soon after,
Harland and Beardsley followed.    A little later, they
all three swept out again, as though whirled away by a
gust of wind. Lane armed with a mass of material con-
sisting of specimens of type, paper and cloth which he
had managed to get together that morning.    They were
bound for the Hogarth.    There, in about as long as it
takes to smoke three or four cigarettes, the name and
format of the. new publication were decided upon.     Even
a provisional list of contributors was drawn up.     Some
good genius whispered simultaneously into the ears of
the triumvirate that their review should appear in yellow.
It was a momentous decision.

Though that is the story I have as it were grown up
with, it is not the only one. No less a person than
Mr. D. S. MacColl has, I believe, somewhere put it
on record that the idea of The Tellow Book was originally
his, and that he made a present of it to Harland. If so,
then what Lane in his innocence believed to be mere
chance, was in fact a very skilfully premeditated *im-
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